Use of Rab GTPases to study lipid trafficking in normal and sphingolipid storage disease fibroblasts.
We describe methods for studying lipid transport in normal and sphingolipid storage disease fibroblasts. These techniques include endocytic assays with fluorescent sphingolipid analogs, expression of dominant negative (DN) Rab GTPases, and methods of manipulating cholesterol levels in intact cells and isolated cell membranes. These methods should be useful in future studies of lipid trafficking in normal and disease cell types.